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Tliia question is important in its consequences ; for if 
the ministry be au " office," then it seems probable itiat 
men may be so deprived of the office that they no 
longer possess it. But if the ministry consist in a cha- 
racter or mark indelibly impressed by God in the soul, 
from irhicb it can never be obliterated, then, although a 
man be lawfully forbidden to use it, he has still the power 
to use it, and to produce effects on other men's souls, 
even against the will and power of God Himself. 

Now, if we regard the ministry as an "office," we 
ghall be apt to reverence and obey ministers according 
as they perform their office ; but if we regard them as 
possessed of a power which they can use even against the 
will of God Himself, we will naturally fear and obey them 
even when they go against God. We believe that this 
has much to do with the undue and superstitious revere, 
ence felt by many Roman Catholics towards " priests," 
especially towards priests degraded for drunkenness or 
immorality, commonly called in Ireland "Blessed 
rriests."* 

The Protestant doctrine is simple enough. 

Protestants generally hold that the ministry is an 
OFFICE, instituted by Christ, for the discharge of which 
He gives grace to those who are called to it according to 
His will. But if any appear to be wholly unworthy of 
this office and ministry, they are to be removed from it ; 
and being so lawfully removed, they are no longer 
ministers of Christ, but are rather to be regarded as 
apostates from Him, ■ 

The Roman Catholic doctrine differs wholly from this, 
and leads to conclusions which our readers may find it 
hard to adopt. 

The Council of Trent decrees, that "in the Sacrament 
of Order . . . a ' character' is impresseil which can 
neither be blotted out nor taken away ;"b and condemns 
all who affirm that •' persons once rightly ordained can 
again become laics."' (Sess. xxiii., ch. 4.) 

" If any one shall have said, that by sacred ordination 
. . . . a character is not impressed, or that he who 
was once a priest can again become a laic, let him be 
accursed."* (Sess. xxiii , can. 4.) 

We must explain to our readers that the word 
Xapatrrip (character)in Greek, and the word "chi»racter" 
in Latin, (in which language the decrees of Trent are 
written) does not mean what we intend when we speak 
in English of the " character" of a person ; it means a 
mark or Impression made on a subject We have this 
use of the word in English also, wiien we speak of letters 
written, or stamped, or printed on paper, as " charac- 
ters." 

There is a good instance of the meaning of the Greek 
Tford xopaKrijp in Levit. xiii , 28, ^apaicr^p row «ara- 
icainarii (LXX) ; which the Douay Bible translates 
" the scar of a burning." 

The word " character" is used in the Latin Bible only 
in the book of Revelation or Apocalypse, in which it 
occurs seven times ; in each place it means " a mark in 
the right hand or in the forehead.'* 

Previous to the Council of Trent the word was used 
to express the brand made on the flesh by a burning 
iron, a punishment then in common use.f 

Tliat this is the sense in which the Latin word " char- 
acter" is used by the Council of Trent, is explained in 
the " Catechism of the Council of Trent:"— " This power 
is denominated a spiritual character, which, by a certain 
interior viark impressed on the soiU, distinguishes the eccle- 
siastic from the rest of the faithful."* 

Where that mark is stamped on the soul, there there 
is " order ;" and where that mark is not stamped on the 
soul, there there is not order (according to the Cliurch 
of Borne). 

And the Council of Trent declares that mark or " cha- 
racter" to be " indelible ;" that is to say, once impressed 
on the soul, it can never be rubbed out, or lost, or taken 
away. 

We will now give a brief statement of the Roman doc- 
trine respecting the indelible character of Holy Orders, 
showing how it tends to affi;ct men's views of the priest- 
hood. 

(1.) The saying of certain words, and the'performance 
of certain actions, by one (or more) who has the " cha- 
racter" or mark of a bishop stamped on his soul (pro- 
vided he have the intention of doing what the Church 
intends), impresses on the soul of the person operated on, 
the " cliaracter" of bishop, priest, or deacon, as the case 
may be." 

a In Ireland, a priest deprived of his benefice for immorality, often 
tries to .support himself by pretending to work miriiculous ciiies on 
human heinKs and cattle"; hence sueh are thoupUt " b'essed priests" 
by the iiiiiorant and auperstitious. We know of a "blessed priest" 
who maile l<irge sums by sellinK " blessed sdlt" to stop the potato 
disease — muUitudea went to him to buy. 

b In Sacramento nrdinis . . , character imprlmitor, qui nee 
deleft nee auferri potest. 

e Semel rite ordinatoa, iternm Isirosefllci posse. 

' Si quia dixerit, per aacram onlinationem . . . non imprtnii 
charactet em ; vel eum, qui sacerdos semel fait, laicam rarsus fieri 
poase. anathema sit. 

. Ch. xiiL IG. IT ; liv. 9, 11 ; xvi. 2 ; ita. SO; «. 4. 

t ** Character — Sritiia, nota, atigmatia poena." Du Fresne, Glos- 
•artnm, Pari.s, 1733. 

*• Chavactere adustionis inurctMtt." Odo Cloniae. de vita S, Ger- 
ald), L. 1. c. 20. 

( Translated by the Itev. J. DonoTan, Professor, ie., Haynooth. 
Dubl n, 1829 : p. 323. 

k It is remarkable that of these ao powerful words and actions, 
wbicli the Chorcb of Some holds euentiatli/ necessary to cooft r orders, 



(2.) The se wordsand acts, when used by one who has 
the " character" or mark on his soul, do necessarily im- 
press a " character" or mark in the soul of the ordained, 
even where the words or acts are impiously used, in 
wilful opposition to God, and contrary to common sense 
and reason. 

Thus St. Paul y&ri»<& a bishop to ordain " a neophyte" 
— " that is, one lately baptized, a young convert." 
(I Tim. iii. 6. Douay Bible.) And we think Roman 
Catholics must acknowledge that it is contrary to the 
will of God that an infant or an insane person, who have 
not the use of reason, should be ordained. Protestants 
would say that such an ordination, being contrary to 
God's will, was not confirmed, or made valid by Uim, 
aud was a mockery, and no ordination. The common 
sense and feeling of Roman Catholics, perhaps, prompts 
them to say the same ; but let them hear the Catechism 
of the Council of Trent : — " The sacrament of orders is 
not to be conferred on very young, or on insane persons, 
becanse they do not enjoy the use of reason : if administered, 
however, it, nodouut, impresses a cliaracter.'" 

(3.) According to the Church ol Rome, this " charac- 
ter," when impressed or conferred, involves the power of 
" order' — it is power in itself; words spoken or acts 
done by one in whose soul this stamp has l>een im- 
pressed necessarily produce their etfect. An idiot in a 
workhouse thus ordained, provided he were capable of 
"'intending to do what theC^liurch inten is," would effect 
the miracle of transabsianiiation. and would " make 
the body and blood of Christ," whenever he said tlu^ 
words " Hoc estenim corpus meiini'' ovcra piece olbrcad. 

(4.) This character once impressed and the power at- 
tendant on it, is held by the Church of Hume to be 
indelible. A bishop or a priest may beconie a schis- 
matic or heretic, — may be degraded, and exiommuni- 
cated, — may renounce his baptism, atid profess himself an 
atheist, — yet the "indeliblecharacter," and the"poi<'er 
of order," remains: persons consecrated, t'ven in mock- 
ery, by that bishop, have the " character impressed," 
and can effect transubstantiation. 

Some yet living may remember a case which illus- 
trates this doctrine. It happened in the French Revo- 
lution, on the 7th of November, 1793. not quite 65 years 
ago. We take the account from Alison's History of 
Europe, vol. iii. p. 178. " Pache. Hebcrt, and Chan- 
melte, the l<;ad^Ts of the municipality, publicly cxl^^e^sed 
their determination 'to dethrone the King of Heaven, a< 
well as the nionarchs of the earth.' To accomplish this 
design, they prevailed on Gubt;l, tlie apostate constitu. 
tional bishop of Paris, to appear at tlie bar of the Con. 
vention, accompanied by some of the clergy of his dio- 
cese, and there abjure the Christian faith.' That base 
prelate declared ' that no other national religion was 
now required but that of liberty, equality, and mor- 
ality. 'J Many of the constitutional l)i»hoi)3 and clergy in 
the Convention joined in the proposition . . . crowds 
of drunken artisans and shanieltss prostitutes crowded to 
the bar, and tratnpiL'd under their teet tlie sacred vases, 
consecrated for ages to the holiest purposes of religion. 
. . . . During several weeks, daily a'ljurations by 
the constitutional clergy took place at the bar of the 
Convention." 

Then followed a scene of impiety such as the world 
had never belield. A French actress, divested of her 
dress, was exhibited on the altar of the cathedral of 
Notre Bame, in Paris (Bishop Gobel's own catliedral), 
to be worshipped as " the goddess of Reason,'' instead of 
the Creator I A nother female, similarly exposed for 
worship in the Church of St, Sulpice, fainted for shame 
upon the altar. And in all these impieties and abomi- 
nations, the aiiostate Bishop Gobel and other apostate 
bishops and clergy were partakers and actors. They 
deliberately renounced Christ and His Almighty Father, 
to adopt the worship of this infamous " Goddess of 
Reason," a fit deity for such infamous worshippers. We 
shall never wilfully do any injustice to the I'liurch of 
Rome. That would be unworth) of our position, and 
contrary to our [rinciplcs. We will do her justice now. 

These constitutional hisliops and clergy were, for the 
most part, ordained in schism from the Church of Rome. 
She never acknowledged their "mi.-sion" or "jurisdic- 
tion." She is, 60 far, not responsible for their impi.^ties 
or their crimes. 

But all this makes the illustration only the more for- 
cible for our present purpose. 

We, simple, ignorant Protestants as we are, do think 
that when these infamous men had renounced not only 
their offices as bishops and ministers of Christ — not only 
their profession of. Christ and His religion ; but had for- 
mally denied the existence of G )d, and hail accomplished 
the inconceivable sin of Atueistic Idolatky, theretofore 
unknown in the world — ignorant as we are, we suppose 
that these impious wretches wtre no longer " Ministers 
of Chrigt." 

few. if any, were used or^ltuown in the early Church, And yet we 
believe that tliere tnas a Cliri..tlan ministiy in the early Church, be- 
fore ihesu *' essential" and all powerful words were used or kaoirn. 
i Donovan'a Traniflation, p. 322. 
J Alison gives in a note the very words ol Gobel : " ... On 
thi. d.iy, on which we should have no other publie and national wor- 
ship than that of liberty and sacretl equality, s'nce the soverti^n 
(people) so wishes it; f.illowing my principles. I submit myself to :ts 
will and I come before you here to declare openly that this day 1 
roio'inw Me eierdtt qf my funaions, h a minlater of the Catholic 
telijlou.' 



But the Church of Rome corrects our ignorance, and 
tells us that these infamous men, though ordained at 
first in schiam, thoufih apostates from Christ and from 
Gixl, had yet " iniielible character," when committinif 
the inconceivable idolatry of Vforshipping a prostitute 
instead of God, and were still the ministers of Christ ; 
and their orders and acts, as His ministers, were valid ! 

About ten years after these events, the following state- 
ment of the doctrine of the Church of Rome respecting 
Ordination was published by John Devoti, Archbishop 
of Carthage, and secretary to Pope Pius VJI. That 
pope acted a noble part in respect of the French Revolu- 
tion ; and the " Jus Canonicum" of his secretary, John 
Devoti, is now the standard work on Roman Canon Lair 
among Roman Catholics in England. In tliat work, ten 
years after the infamous example of Bishop Gobs^l, and 
tile other bishop- and clergy who apostatised with him, 
we find this statement of the doctrine of the Church of 
Rome about Holy ()rder8 : " A consecrated bishop is the 
minister of ordination ; and truly ordination is valid by 
whatever bisliop it may be granted, who has the power 
annexed to character. Therefore, ordinations are valid 
and firm, though made by a bishop who is a heretic, a 
sdtismatic, excommunicated, suspended, even by one who 
has renounced at once his place and dignity ; provided that 
all tilings are observed in it, which are necessary to its 
foundation and strength. But it is iniquity to receive 
orders from tliese bishops, and, therefore, although such 
orilers have force, yet they are not lawful.' i* 
■ The Roman writers on Canon Law are all agreed in this 
statement. We take it from Devoti in preference to all 
others, because, from his connection with Pope Pius 
VII., he could not liave been ignorant of the most strik- 
ing events of liie Prcni:h Revolution. He must have 
had in view the apostate Gobel and other apostate 
bishops. His very words seem chosen to meet Gobel's 
case. Gobel was ordained in schism by "consecrated 
bishops, who had the power annexed to order:" Devoti 
niainiains th:)t this is valid. Gobel's words were : " This 
day I renounce the exercise of my functions as a minister 
of the Catholic religion ;" — ordination is valid (says 
Devoti), " even by one who has renounced at once big 
place and dignity." It is infamous (says Devoti) to re- 
ceive orders from such, but still the orders so received 
are valid- Devoti could not but have had in his mind 
the case of Gobel and his fellow apostates, and with that 
case before him he has deliberately chosen words which 
affirm that an apostate, an atheist, an idolater (incom- 
prehensibly united in one person), is still a minister of 
Christ, and can exercise the powers which Christ has 
left in His Church. 

In oor next number we will inquire into the doctrine 
of Scripture, and of the early Cliurch, respecting Holjr 
vJrdirs ; and we will show that the laws and canons of 
the ancient General Councils are in direct contradiction 
to the doctrine of the Council of Trent and of tlie modern 
Church uf Rome. 



HOW THE FATHKRS HAVE BEEN TREATED IN 

THE CHUUCH OF ROME— No. I. 
OtJR readers must, by this time, be pretty well aware that 
we have never shrunk from the discussion of the ques- 
tion, dill the fathers (or, in other words, the principal 
writers in the first five or six centuries of the Church's 
I'istorv)— did the fathers bold the same doctrines ag 
are taught in the present day in the Church of Rome f 
Our pa;>es have bristled with Latin and Greek to an fX- 
teut which, we fear, mast have often made thvm repulsive 
to some of our readers, who would, probably, like U8 
betitr if ihey did not respect n't quite so mu.;h, and if we 
had been a little more amusing and a little less learned. 
Even those, liowefer, who are not competent to enter into 
ttie details of a controversy may often be very well able 
to judge ol the result, and can ferm a correct idea which 
party has been successful. If we see the defenders of a 
fortress giving op post after post, and retiring in confu- 
sion. We can pronounce the assailants to have been SQC- 
ci'saful, even it vi e donot undersland enoojih of the military 
sit to jalge of the operations by which the success 
was ohia n d. Now, even a very g'neral view of the 
slate of the ll>man Catholic controversy will disclose 
enongh to mako it pretty plain on which side success lies. 
Dr.JohnH-'n remarks that Roman Catholics be'.icve all that 
Protestants believe, and something more b. sides ; and the 
qiie.-ition i-, whether that "somt-lhing more" is an original 
pait of the doctrine taught by Christ and His Apostles, or 
a curnii'tion added io later times. The best proof that 
Roman Catholics could give that iheit pecnhar doctrines 
are a true part of Christian doctrine w,.uld be, it they 
cmild show that the; were mentioned anywhere in those 
writings which have eome down to us from Ihe hands of 
the Aposlles and Evangelists, and which all Christians 
a^ree to venerate as the word of God Him.self. Accord- 
ingly, this i^ the first authority to which Protestants «p- 

* Ordinatii>nii minister est Episcopus consecratus ; et valet qaldeu 
ordinatio a qaovia ei)iscopo, qui annexiim liubet character! I'otestateno, 
trihuta sit. Itaqiie rata}, firmee aunt ordinationes Ticige ab Episcppo 
lia;re:ico, Bcliisraatico, e.icomrounleato, anspenso, vel ab eo, qui loco 
&:niui, et dignitati renunclavlt; modo in ea&ervat^ sunt omnia, qose 
ad ejnadem flrmarnentum, ac robur aunt necessarla. Verum ab.his 
eplscopis nefaa est ordines accipcre, et ideo quanquam luijusmodi 
ordinattoneq vim Uaheant, tamen lidttt non sunt Devoti, Jus. Can., 
Vol. II., 167, Bom., 1837. 
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■Mill •■'1 tbey-a*; the; Trjttst ftepecu CM d uet i l iter of 
Kaai*oiM> b«— ma >lw «j r j«ii > aot t« Iw fuaii H-— j w fu re iir 
Hri; Soriptme. Tha auMtioo, awtarAUyv hM M to 
MiHh «Htptinp«bont tbe mftt rtl a ^ tl' f t rmi i /l a t taxM^bat 
«« Deed ooL ester rata ■••h«<4iMMMon, kMMn&iM««e 
.dt^Bsinen Catkotia •AroeeMi'tetiriBc in eoafiHwo #roiB 
UMgraand of Seriptar*. PreteMaats ereBewr better 
liaeMd tbao-wheo they— get t>eir»(tTerg«ri egtO' cUeenta 
Hw painlB at issoe e* A» t^reaad of S«riptara alone, 
■ad to trjrto ftad' th»>d*elrioea of their CMireb ill the 
BiUe. Aod tbiaia'jaM the diseosaian from wbiehRaaan 
Qttbnlics are alsajs glad to mo emif. Tbe^eary that 
tin B t>le aUae was not intended loeoDtain an aeooant 
of all doetrtaas necessary to salvation : and when tl)«T<are 
poaated to find the doetriaos of their Church ia the Bfble, 
thaif app-wt to tradiiion, and hope bjr that nteaas to 
mnilythe defects of Soriplaro eTidpDd). Weeaapretly 
iImII ipiesi which side the Bible i« in faTnar of when we 
•Mwhieb side is fondest of tbe Bible. We see tli« Pro- 
'tHlanta always quoting it, trying to eireolate it, pvtting H 
ialo every ooe's bands, and appealtagto it as (b aniborily 
for all thry teach. And we find thut the heads of 'the 
BeiaanCaibnlJo Church hsveeoDslaaily thrown diaeonrafie- 
■Not in the way of the study of tbe Scripturfs bj the laiiy ; 
that in oonntries where they haw it all their own way, the 
Bible is hardly accessible to their people at all ; aod that 
lit I'rjtestaotconolrieg, where it has been lOaodabMOlately 
Baees'<ary to indnlge t^e cariosity of their people with a 
tight of the Bible, aiill pain^ are taken to make the 
people ferlihai in reading the Bible they are bntindnlgint; 
tbair cariosity, and nothing more. They Bra not to pre- 
SDlne to look on it as an authority by which to test the 
ttQth of any part of their Chareh's teaching. Jf it shoaltl 
aaem to them that a text of Scripture teaches directly thie 
opposit'i of any doctrine of their Church, they must, 
aercrtheless, believe that thtir jadgmeot is mistaken, atid 
tiiey mast force their interpretatioo of Ihe Bible into to- 
4Mrdaaoe with Bomao Catholio doctrine. And it tfaie|r 
tasnt the whole of tbe Bible in vain for evidenre ia fovev- 
4f any doctrine of their Cbnreh, they are told that the 
oasisaioii is of DO conse<}Ut'DCe, and that thod^ecDcSM'bls 
'•kliadaotly supplied by the iradiiions eontaiaed hi t^iJe- 
Tritiag* of the fathers. Wh(>n tbe twifxrties trpst Ihie 
SiWe »n diff.-renily, it is very easy t<> jadg« whieb-of tfcarn 
Mievss the BiblatobeieiHyin his fawofn', when iartexts 
are ondersloMl arc irding to thetr plaia natural raesiilag. 
Bnt the defer.drra of the Chnreh of England have 
never b->en contfot with obtsininn avictoryonthegi-oondH 
ef Soiiptnre alone. They have followed up their adver 
strirs :o the ni-xt defence, behind arfaieh they have tiled 
to entrench tbtrmselres — nrangely, the aiuhortfy.of tra,. 
dition. If we want to know what the Ap >elle8 and 
'Bvar>pe!is>8 tatight, and are not satistted with the evi- 
dence of their awn writiags, the next best thing ia the 
testifnony of those uninspired wrileis who liv«<d nearest 
Uie Apostolic tinnes. And, if then» i-i any doubt in what 
aanse any text of Scripture is to be understood, it will 
give U4 help in coming to a decision if we can flad out in 
what spose the woida were undtfratojid by those who lived 
Boon after they were written. For these rrasjDS Church 
t)fEv>glsod divines have always been ready to listen to 
whatever has been advaocpdowt of the writings of the 
iHben. When Bocsan Cathdica endeavour to sapply 
\h» want of Seriptare proofs for thrir doctrines by an 
appeal to tradition, instead of eotiiag short the matter as 
«e might haae doae, 1^ ioairint oo the ^uffioieaey of 
S«ip>are and the aornutwortHiaexa of tradition, we bnve 
boeti ready to follow thrm to their nasr poaition,to exastnr 
Vhat kind of evidenes for their dortriaee taaditioa eao 
'■flbrd. Hereupon haaanaacdiaawyathoniy oootroweray ; 
■Doch learned dnst has been kicked wp, so that it baa 
teen often hard for tboa* igaoraat o* theawbjeot to aee 
wlueh way the battia was going. Bui,. now again'the 
aloads begin to clear away, asd w» eao see tbe Betaaa 
Oatbolio advocates flyins in oonfosiAo, to take up a new 
paoitioa. All the n>oreiTearo<'d of the body now abandon 
M hopeless tlie attempt to maintain that the doctrises 
paesliar to their Cbuioh w«re heM in their present form ia 
4h»ftrs' three eentnriea. They have cone mon A lo>«gree 
wHh Chtirch of England divinfs'ia arknoxiedgiog that 
;ha sjsieoi of modern ButwoB-Cailielia di.ctrine and prat^ 
ties is a «ood deal unlike what the doctrine aod praetiee 
«ees in the earliest agrs ef the Chvreh. Th<< only diffrt- 
••ee ia that vhat we call a«rm{i«ien,ltey sail d/rvelepainit 
We hold that if any alteration han-bcenwiode in ittutfoo. 
teines laoght by the Aposilea, all dtaoge nast have been 
Itr the worse ; aod they mainiaia that the elnaije baa 
tiaan for the belter. 

We have in other artie)<>s foll ow e d the defenders of 
Boaaanism to this last of their strsngholds-^tte theory of 
Arelopment ; but the T,Yy feet th«t saeh a tbeory^ehi aid 
luire h<Mo ioveated is pretty plain proof wbichparty had 
the beat of it in their dispotea-aa to Ihe real t-^moam- of 
tita fathers. We may be (wea Bentaa Oaibolies weald 
net have fled to the fsihem if they omM have fOen d 
Ibeir doeirines by Sciiptarev'aad'thejr wanidnnt bs^ ii>- 
Wttid the theory nf development it ihey hart been able tb' 
liMiiHaia that the doetriifei whi«fa their Chnreh teaehes 
Mar weiwexao ly the same as thoae whiah-wrr»taa«M>ia:{'say wb«'. the^'Mrer'satd. They have trtesl-le"d» this 



tf au y a pla hrProteotMt migbt extloim, how fiadlvK to 
a p pea H ow UB ega B s whe'haveheen'fbrsaeb' a toa^tiaia fti' 
tb« iMepihg of yoor 'ef p«BeM« W bo cm tdl'yoti to'wfaat' 
eMeut-ftegrtaay bun iMMntampered wfth? Wbitdtrydd' 
tbiafcsoiire'i'eedhoaest meitk wottid be likeiy to dti if,' 
when be>w«9eopyiliB thewritings of oneof ttte'fatfaerk, 
he came to somethiog so different from wbtt WW tstlght' 
in bis tiiae aw to be-quite faeuMfeal aooordin^ to his 
'aotioas r Woold be wf lliogly iejin« the' fair fimia of tber 
father, by perpetwating the emmeoua doctrine ihad- 
verteotly inserted 'in bis wtirk, andwonbtfae wiBingly give 
heretics the OMam of c tmflrtu ing tbemsetvefi in their 
errors, by leltivg them fiird in s Tenerabla father 
authority for their fahte doctrines ? Wbat oenid be more 
mtoral than that be should quietly pass over the daa- 
geroas sentiments, atid leave them oat of Ms trauscript 
of the werk wfaieb be was' copying. Tfasn tbe next stefi 
to leaving oat seme of tbe gentiine writiags of a father 
woaM be tira potting in something which he bad not 
written. It mtist bes rery aonojing thing, even now, ta*' 
Reman Oatholic, on turaiirg ortr the writings of the early 
fathers, to 8nd bow provokiogly silent they are on subjects 
whtefa, if modem Bomanism be true, they ottj^At to have 
most frequently mentioned. Stippose, then, that sonae 
worthy monk, in tbe oonrse of bis copying, oame to aplioe 
wbeire, by Ibe addition of a few words or sentcnoes, be 
eouid make bis author say wbat he ou^At to have said, 
and what it is much to be wondered at he had not said, 
would the transcriber b#sare to restrain his band? It txf 
had beKun by leaving oat wbat he did not like, it would 
be a small step in tbe same direction to go ou to pot in 
what he did like. And he would flatter himself that he 
=wa8 doing nothing bat expressing more ctearly tbe 
father's real meaoiog, or, at any rate, what ought to have 
been his meaning, and what would be much more edifying 
til bis readers than the -simple words which bad been 
omgioally written. 

'If some of oar readers should ask tis ean we gnarantee 
'that the fathers we cite are exempt-from snch disfigure- 
ments as those which we have described, we mast answer 
that we cannot; and, on the eontrary, we shall 7>rove that la 
■several cast's fraads of this kiad have been attempted. 
Awd we may very reasonably sn-ipeet that they m«y have 
been perpetrated ia several more, though we have no 
' nomnif of prvying it. Ifonr readers- shonld fm-iber ask 
how we esD, ia this ease, have any ooofidenee in appeaKng 
^tu the fathers, we reply that, in the first ptaee, lb*) facts tu 
which we allude strrngthen the argument inr our favour, 
'"hentl'efarthtirs refnswto bear witnessto the modern doo- 
ttimiHafthe'CirBrehorRMne. Tliewitnesses have been in 
our aJversarns' keepiwg; we know that » nMoyicawn 
they hove tried to taint>er with them; aod ifit-toros oat 
that they canwot be pei saadud, af rerail, togiveevidMiceia 
oaradversaries' favour, we may feel coafideaee tbat'ttiKh 
mast be very strongly aa oBrside. 

We can easily explain in what oases it was not possible 
to anppresa or alter the evfdenee of antiqaity, Fer in- 
>>tencf , in tbe ease of the bonks ol Seripiure it woald 
have been almost impossible for a transcnber to sacoeed 
rnpermanently distorting their testimooy. These books 
were in nse all over the Cbrisliaa world, aud copies of 
them preservei in every Chrlntian Charcb. They were 
also constantly read to Uis people. Ueteciioo was- easy 
if a transcriber were to alter the text whiub was daily 
nsed in the eharches; or if tbe maaH^cripta at one 
place were tampered with, those at another remained 
as evidence what the correct reading was. It is in this 
wny that critieU editors of the New Tesrmnant are able) 
by comparing a ntnnb,'r of dllfeceat loanniicripts written 
at dilL-rfot times, and at far distant places, to get liil 
of any errors which may, to coarse of time,Jiave crept 
into any one copy of tbe sacred text. In like maniter,.!! 
way work of a father obtained great celebrity, so as. to 
be eaxertycopied and usi'd in many diCferentptaeiiS, then we 
are' likely to be able to know, with tolerable reriaiojy^ 
•bat' tbat work contained ; fur we havegenerally svveral 
monascript" remaining which help to check oae auoibcrt 
and which eao seareely all go wrong together, ooless, in^ 
deed, it shonld by sccideoc happen that all tbe mann« 
scripts r'malning were transcripts of a siogla oorrapied 
copy. It is. in eases of this kind where several raaao' 
scripts remain to no that we are able to detect aodexpuae 
'thit attrmpis which have be<;n made wiitiout aacasa 
b) improva ttie eviJence of the lathers iu faw>ar of thi' 
'Church of Rome. In Ibe ease of the less popular wetka 
of antiquity which have coiwe doan to as in only a 
single manuscript nr a couple of manuscripts — in thttse 
'oases Wd are who ly dependent on tbe copies that rei 
main. And tboii^b wo may somartimeb ooapeet tbem ot 
having been altered, wa have no way of sxpoaiag tbe 
fraud. 

We purpose in cne or two ariiclea to give onr readrrk 
an acciunt of some of the trieks which nnsornpalpiu ad> 
vocal es of the Chinch of Rome have tiit-d to pli^iWilh 
the fathnrs,. and wluob «e ore f ortimalely- able to-axt 
pose. These co i t iipt i t w is divitia themae t res into two 
c asses— flrsi, aitempta to Mappresa what the falhora 
actnally did ssy; and, B»Bawril>,.wi«aan»ts to m>ike them 



4li* Apooiolie age. We have- >b»»eter io aaB » i to- fae-aoiia- 



4ad wnh^the sBseasafal ieswe «f ewr appeal tn the- fftt ber i i ' ftha geouiae mtitim»-»f M»» g g t h aiiy hot 
iMaiRne one might have said hefbrebaod that thia-oiaa; whute>watka.«wd«BariMag'tiwni*o 



'Ihai, not only' by interpolating worda or aeoteaaiw.iMte 



»li3e'daBtaiaBagremida»wh»eb«o sag again tw t a e o atajr.'f'Ww need noinkweHaa«r«D-tliib Ukt ly aeiewoPiajiaMafe, r tt^ "V-^i yTTrmt. -i'tw 




aa we have devoted several articles to one of tb*moat 
Sagrant imtanees 6t it,. okMely. — (he. forged deosatal 
epiMles -Written in tbe Asnes of {be eady bishops of 
'Bwme. 

Bdfbre WB proceed to give some ^Samples of 'ttfa'sap. 
in-BsUon-of thereal 9a)iBg8 of the fathers, we wisb>ia 
tMs pMiminary article to pi» same occoant of tha 
^to«tpf«« which the Boman Catholic Charoh antheri- 
ties profess OS right to be foTIowed in their treatment 
of books, Witat obscure monks may have thoogbt it right 
to' do in their treatment of mantncripts, we have-but 
little direct evfdenee ; bnt we can form a very good idea 
when we ftod wbat their saperiors have thniijht it right 
to do ia their treatment of printed books. For tliis ptir« 
p<]se we th'ck that this series of articles ou^ht properly 
to be prefaced by a short acooaot of tbe B imaa CuthoKc* 
Probihiiory^ and Espurgatory Indexes, and an explana- 
tion of the principles which their framers peofessed to 
follow, from which we shall be able to judge whethei 
these principles may not possibly have beeD>appliedriit 
more other cases than ve may be aware of. 

It is easy enough to explain wbat the << Prohibitorj In- 
dexes" are. The heads of the Roman Catholic Church 
have always claimed the right to forbid their people to nstd 
" had books," and not only those books which mig;ht do 
injury to their morals, bnt also those which miKbl corrupt 
their faith. It is oo part of their maxims to allow peopla 
to hear both sides of the question, and judge after com- 
paring the strensth of the respective arguments. They 
think tbat the easiest way of dealing with heretical booka 
is to bam them, and tbat, instead of answerins; their atga- 
ments, it is far simpler not to let their people hear thcm.at 
all. With this object, they have from time to time issuetl 
lists of the books which their people are furbtdilen to read. 
Where they have secnlar power ihey do not allow printers 
to print such books, or booksellers to sell tliem, and they 
hare even made the possession of them penal. ' Iu coun'> 
tries where (hey cannot enforce' their decrees by temporal 
penalties, they do so by tpiritttal : and a Roman Catholic 
would incar the censnres of his Church by reading boulcs 
prohibited by her authority. Of course, "full publicity it 
^iven tu those lists of prohibited books, that the people 
may know whnt tu avoid ; and ihe practice of issuing such 
prohibitions is kept op to tbe present day. Whatever -we 
may think of the wisdom or expediency of iisuing aach 
prohibitions, and however muck we may disapprove the 
enforcing them by temporal penalties, there is nothing 
dishonest about it. There is no atiempt to deceive ; nil is 
plain and straightforward. The Uoinan Catholic layman 
is told, '■'■ So-and-so has written a book : it is a bad one. I 
orderyouwetto read Itr* '■ 

But the Expurgntory Indexes arequiteadiffercnt thing, 
althou^ cbey have been often confounded with the prohi- 
Wtory by persons ijfnorant of both. It is easy to under- 
stand that the severest censors would flail some books 
whieh, lhoti;;b they could not quite approve, nrere not alto- 
gether bad, and which they mUht permit if the objection- 
able parts were left out. Thus Rule V. of i he Tridcntioe 
Index directs that '- books of which heretics are the edi- 
tors, bat which contain jitile ur nothing of their own, beiug 
mere compilaiion^ from others, may be allowed by the 
bishops and inqnisirors, after having made, with the mlvice 
of Coiholij di^-rnes; such corieciions and emendations as 
maybadeemed reiiuisite."' And Rule VIII. directs that 
" tiooks- of which the principal subject is good, but in 
-whieh same things are occasionally introduced tending to 
heresy and impiety, divinntion or superstition, may be 
allowed after thry have b?en corrected by Catlioliw divines, 
b7<lKe«nthorityDf iheljensrat Inquisition.'' Thus, ezpur- 
-gaiory hnlexes naturally follow prohibitory ; aiwl it is to 
be observed that they Itrstcame in byway of i*dit(§f»e*. 
If a man possessed a book partly objectionable, tha bishi>pa 
Of other ecdesiastiuil aathoriues conceived that they men 
doing- ht'ii a forour if^ instead of taking away liis 
book and bamiag h, antfsn, at the very least, fining the 
I osscssor in the sum the book had cost him — if, instead 
-of this, they erased the objectionaUe passag>s, aod 
gave it back to him. Ttnis, in his preface to the Homaa 
■Bxpargatory Index, the author takes great credit to him- 
self for the labour he has bestowed on expurgiitjig ihoM 
buufcswhich he found men cimpLun the must at being 
•ileprived of; ami Which thoy mos» frequently a.sked per- 
missmrtoread; and be soiutdert that he hasdoofraveiy 

•'-TkarawlM'wnMna aMiMaaal1**>mttt«n nn ihaw ntjMtala 
"MaaWiawt'aUMrarr Bolter <.f tuw Quucb of ^om^- mmS ia.Mr. 
Gibblnas'9 prviacg to hia repnvt of ili« Romaii liiJvi, lo^wktdi 
•. .urcea we are ludebtcil tur jvaat pari ol what fulUiara. 

t> U«rauver,.laMraryketty'aajd4tiM«ae, ttia bauM tti)4 placaa where 
thsaTtu(|wlaJa«ia«xMei*«d.M<tal;iotti<,4iDpao< bauiMalla>^ ahall 
to fre^iieiulr vislcaa -k/ |Mi»ii> dovaied (or thai fawpuaa afilta 
titatwyor lil»viaar.«a*ia<att<rwltu lli«iM)ui.ilMa(lMifvM«alfravHy, 
■■ lim iiiiiiiiinii>iinr"''iif'"''Tiiir"rrT " ' '•ii' irintil ■ a * - 
Mltenof evarr aoelptlon •tuUJLgo'xkalr liM>rt-a«.«aialaaas.<>f 
taatHwka •)»sb4k ]r luvii on sale, sianal ky tin aaW aasntini nor 
•lialttlMr lwp-»rsrll, noriii any wa; (Ua|>oa»a(^aa>'atka>-<Mok*aiklu 
out permi».lan fnim tlicairp(Ulw«uwl«r.yaJI»«>f tef-tanff UMtieoka, 
4M<tlMlas,llabla lo aiicJi Mkar paoalluoaaab'U be J aJ i aii) BM|>cr by ilia 
SiaTii^ ar t»4M«}4tor, -'Wha.ab4U aUu paat.la tba - bujMKr, taaOar. ^«r 
prlnfara of vach boona Ifanv peruui tmpi'rt aay foVBiga aa n ka-late 
■ajr cliy, theji abali fen okUiod waniuauacaiaiw ui ikwdapsaiaa: or 
■ H-thiatlaauf -..— ■— Ji— »- — f- -* M «.!« In .n. pi4ai-,,ti«iisblie 
aaeiars of the place anall algairy to tlM vtM Oa atl^aiaaa auak kaaM 
iM'ttiMia brmiiiu .. MBd aaMoiMlwU wraaasaaau «!««. M f aaAi .oe4aa< 
■nybnok wlilcli bo or a y ulbcr penon ha> broiishl lafi tl<> dtmaSU 
k<iluaaliawaU<uthaj>«|ia<i«a«aa uwtataad .lOalt p aa m loiiae i ualaas 
ft be a bodb well kaawn to fea oaivarMllr altowed, ac aar^flafaa 
by il^.ra t aa r i s »| n >a t K >K aMi< B s»« nart a r i fe saaias rt ur <( 
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pM# d«p4 iMh HT <<KiTiliiiiiig the IMtKoi 'Of : the RSMle 
j u iii r and in pmvidiii^ far Ms ««ii fMare ^imt bjr 
IDiil(hi|rtbew«(]>«r;^NnM,'*othBt«liri«Mi iMiyiiercsi'ter 
be^paml the annngnince ibe^r IM tbliwi g il«i>riiriHl iif 
thtir hooks -ifthry wiUon^ lwMtiallF4«i«M<e>ipiiix«teH 
eofi^ wnrad arriiwr ohl n a a ui W L u m t «li<i»n». Expur- 
gi itl iai wi a book ■iMsdjr'priiMMl wne nHHteby caretvlly 
cmins the ofi«iHliii{r pM hi 'nrit* maimer ibM it 
■hoaht lie trnite illct>iltw. Btit tbe cbicfim: at° Afwjin- 
dun weuM be in ihe reprinting ef (Jil bookf ; as cure 
WaaMth«nbetak)iithatthe'«eiitiiice> objected tesbooM 
not-at pfar in |t<»Be« edition. 

How, tin n-adera will ram (>iie(««t'di«e inponant'diffsr- 
cnaeiit'tbrwiiciiral lue of expiir^alrrf and prohiluiorj 
IdiVmcs. The prulribhory index wax, as we hare «iii<l, 
jntHSc There has nvTcr lieen Hnj sacrec; ab lat it, llmi 
ntn-nii^ln he Mr to know whitt ih<*jr> were to aroid ; bnt 
WoaW it answer iTthe expunfatorj infiexas were rqtiatly 
poWie? Whjr, ■ raonentV rrftrction will abow that in tbi* 
CMMhe nmei\j would tie worn th*n the diaease. You 
Vam to prraiTve tbe incantious render from the danger nf 
beiai; romifiteil hgr (djeeiieRHlile p-waagest in ihe works of 
Otherwise miund aoiiion ; but if }«a wereyourseirt-i make 
k etdlertioirof ali 'these ebjeetionaUe p«<«ageH oat of <lif- 
feraat writers, airicirctslate ibtfinm a Niigle volniDe, your 
votnme wouM contain t)>e concntntied c as e iw e (if all 
thepe isu n that eon^ be foand in the authors you were ex- 
purpning, and would, thoreftire, he a more dan^rotis book 
thaa *fl liiese put togrtber. A<'<Mrdint;iy, secreejr has 
beenawajg the role with the Roman Gntbolic puMishen 
of expnr|;at<>rv indexes ; while, on the other hand, Proles- 
tatas^wlien. they. can lay hold onihese.Tulaims, liar»heen 
glxlitn circulate thenorrrprinihtfn'; beemtse tliey afford 
a eorapeadiaaB index^bt whatcan be luusd ia sevcrai ap- 
praaett .aatbws, tiiiiUBiefDl to modeni Konianists. TJiey 
MS* also beeo naed to show the contrariety between 
inqAimitoiDan CathoUcductriites and the seniiraeois of 
S csiptm e and - the fathers ; since wo flad in the iadexes 
dinasDBS'io blat out such santenc«s as Uiese— '' Go<l onty 
is lo-be worshipped ;'' " Sins are remitted thronch bcliering 
on-'Christ ; ' " He that lielievtth on Christ shall not die 
eteraaliy ;'' '^ Giid forbids images io be nude, that we 
sbaaid adore and bow down befure them ;" Christ isTHnr 
rigkasoiisness ^■' "Ttiey that beiieva silall enter into 
reat^' tse., Sie. iBthe-bape to prercat saoh a oie being 
maiie of tin ezpiurgaiary iadex(s,.tbe strictest iajoactiatis 
were- issoad to keep saeset tbe 6nt Toiamas a( the 
kind that were poUished. Xhns, attbe eonuaaiceaMnt of 
tbe.0Kt.or Bdvc Indax, it is directed by liie order and 
deeras of tha Bake of Alsa that no «ae, OKcept the 
Kiii«>i dBef printCE, ahoBU priat this index, aitd that 
neitiierhe nor any oae eiaa shoald aell itr<nther.nibliely as 
prirataly, ork«epitw<illoat^tbap(BnIli■aion.of tJiaordiiiai- 
riet. Moraorer, iatbediplooatf Pbil^,.ILiti*jpre*idad. 
that tha index is tiot u> be..niada4)i>blic„b*t^tribMed, 
only; to the eac«iaiBers<q>j|pii>ttd inicaafy,taf«a^\tlvaeeol«k 
■iasties, meUtoi, aa4Atbem>»iia4baU(W^p|iHtad'<t»>tfaiS' 
office; that tiic a fa l Mii id. fwlatfa Utttm^wmu whrMej 
IwokssUsrs ttweUahall. s t Wnl- o»e ortwo^h«a»itbey<rtBll, 
judgeto b»4iliigait)aod,faitbriil,.wbosiMlliceep the InUex^ 
Ei^ptwytioritta strictly priwte. ibaUjtotvihowk toeiben, 
BOS aire a copy to any oae; bat only take care by 
t]>eJ>ei|t«f it teeoneot^aBd^afaqgetbe baoksiaantioned 
inii,.and briagithsmicorracted to som* aeHbsiasiical cen' 
soE,.whoshali«i^aBdjippme:tb«iii. Qa another page we 
find,ia capital lattSES, the dreree '* that De.one«ball add tu 
ortake.firun tUtdadex^JWid ihat.ao.onaahaUAriBt it w«th- 
Oat>be.atithosity.Df.tliaeur«tiiarjiiidiaBwnsil. AH iliese. 
prseikutioas proved ioafirctualj 6>ri^roteMante got hold of 
this «ary iadex. and jcprinied it i a leas than twwiiy years- 
after. Bat enoogb baa.beaa prodaced to ahow thai secrecy 
lra»«imi-dat, aiuL, in<fa«t.siiiee«eeieoy<ba8iwen fottad im- 
possible, theit>sini«e«pBrgritoi:y,i«laxaBJMB been discnn- 
tinaed. W-Jwu wasifiteadad was ibat tho purchaser of n i 
Totasae publisiie<l.hy.a.l<out)seUar.Bciia{; wider ihedirec- 
tirmsiof the index «IhibM hisTe ao^roiuuls-far suKpasin{;i 
tbatba was not reading tbegiNiBine, onaiiered isenuinenis 
ofitfaa writer uf the «ouai«* Whatitregarileilasthconly 
impurtant point is, that iha'p>«|d» sbvuM |pet clifyin-^ - 
natter toiead.: tliat tliey sbuuid'Jtnow what ihe.aaihuni 
of tlioibooks tbe^y xead meant toaajT'ittcaBsiilued Ja bo-. 
waiT'MeeasKary. 

iiuw ibat we bsce fully ntpkiined tbe rsineip'es.ef' 
medern Jioaunists^as to the piulHbitiuo .and eatp«rs»M»n 
of booiis, wecuBie tAtlw a|>pUr»liun of them loilattstibjeci 
webave in hands— luinely, the vtritii|g»ur tlio fathers. 
Baxe we nut .gmaiMts to s'vpect.tbai tliusa whn arc'So 
careful tbat.nO'taerKtiaai.or.ofleiisvre niHUer shooldihecir- 
et l tai sd , and so ^ntUflimBt to ihc coasiilerriiion whether, 
tb^ ared<>ingjusti<«totlisir«Hihar«. )>«{;>•« nottlf atctpuli;}' 
nnnerapnlausly a>itii«iatt«au&«eve, orappnrentlv hcre- 
tiqri, wb«o omurrioK ia ihaMriiiq^i^if a iaibsr. Surety, 
ifdanriaababad. tbe-wcai«r--ilitt.DaaBi, and the lighvr 
theratub^rity of the book ii iafswud^q, theroure hjirmi i 

• YbscDitouAnadcrwilKlitdMitMrrknae t|la<inilm of IliejUa. 
•|»ni»M vbit* — .MilfcWT Hmnn liii.iM. ii M »»rt««f tlie' 
Jeaaitiltaruiad. Thsx- wst» «t ■<nit! »r i W «lt<M,. »«« aacfw.trl. 
sllauia li> tifc. Conirtaatlan of i4a.lB<l*aJatw p«£4a4,.aB.ri'(«lilMi 
tlw cwrectioaa wliieli tlw; •M«i;MS<l. After Ha7B.aii's«gult, ui a.l- 
« I Mi»il »» 11— w«s i-rfwd-arlrtu i H r aS s , t wi la t ali n -aH ia» rsimr 
giiBsBi.jSailil.. taaaiartw tTOaS hswilaasaw tHtaataiMw |)»>r 
aaik<ir In Biada to —j 4ir<ctly the contrary at wbai ha oaotvi lo My 
te •B«th«t, aow.«>ro« ps st i of conooa metier a/e slrark om, ait.t i !■ 
s a i>s r ilo<<a»»o« in s«s i .oor.'' 
tan whWi I tltrnfaUf (T) suit.' 



islikc'yiodo^ Tfe<isa«^'i«(rfiereto«iiacktheeircaU- 
tiinof rrroneoiis«pmii>aa,tba«i;hc«MaiaediB thearritioi^. 
'<if an aortmr of ^ut little 'weight.or «iflu«nc«,.esi)shtj|urely., 
in consi)<eiicy, to interftre still more anasaatir if thoj|B£*B 
ofjiniuns laera circulated under the aaiberiiynf 8b Chiy* 
sosiom, nraay other Trnerat>ef.itber of tbeCblKch. 

And necan proie itut ibese prioeiples hare barncx- 
.tended ia their a^rpltratioBtti oases snch aaih<iaftt*«iki<:h 
we refer. Thus, Pusaerinas (cited by Jaatea oa tha 
'Corruption of tbe jfathem) says : " Wc tBunttakeas great 
care as nMy be in the lihraries of prinees or others, th«i 
we do not suffer every one t» stand |>oriii|; and pryin;: into 
those manu>cript buuki, wliatJier Latin, Greek, or written 
in any oili«r laotiaa^ which are nut by the Church |)er- 
imitied to he read . for tbese alio itosT BE roacED." 
Ami wlirrcas it mi^ht lie ohjecied iltat it would be impus- 
^ib]e to purue all the manu-cripu in all the libraries in the 
world, he sllo^^.s a rery shuri. wny in which it oiin he done. 
'^If ercry aian would. take the pains to porige his own, 
roana'cripts, and sweep, as it arere, before his own door, as 
men do in ({raat cities when they are to entertain tlie prjpce 
upon ashort warnint;.*' Farilier, it will appear how liiile 
the name of Ji laih r would scare a min ol ihise prin- 
ciples Trum maltin}; neediitl rorrrction wlien the doctrine 
taught was opposeil to ibat of tbe modern Church of t{<in>e. 
Tliusihe Jeauii Gretsersays: "In pmhihiiing Bertram, I 
deny that weprobibit a d her. For lie iaculled a father of 
the Church who leeds it with salutary doctrine; who, liein^; 
set over the L"rd's hoaiehukl, jiivex it its portion o( food in 
due season. But if now, instead nliheloo'l ol'sulutHrjili^c- 
irine, be offer laresani darnel, sinl tbe.briers and tuistlet of 
pcrrerse doctrines, then he U u»ta fatliec, but a stepla'her ; 
not a doctor, but a seductor." By this rule, wlieii any 
writers, however ancient, teach docuines in oppui>ili»n tu 
the Church of Itome, they mu-it submit fur currectinn tu 
(AeiV father iho Pope, of whom the same Jesuit usiierts ihst 
iu correctin;; their bixjks lie is doing a work of real mercy 
'and pity to his $oia.* 

It is true that one of the mles of the Index, Role 
III., directs that io the works of Catholic writers vho 
lired Mince the year 1515 currertion sbult be made where 
necessary, if p'issible by ifaeaildition or suppression of a 
few words, or if rot, by the erasure of the entire fms- 
sage. A nd Rule IV . directs that in the works • f aneiait 
Catholics noiliing is.to be changed, exo'pt where manifest 
error has crept in throoxh tbe frauil of heretics, or the 
carelessness of primers. It wou'd seem, then, thut the 
works of fatheisare exeinptfr>m correction, thoogh a 
loop-hole is left for so-called coriections tinder the pre- 
tence that heretics had corrapied the original. Prudence 
wovXA manifestly warn modem Romanists agsinst at - 
tempting :tg|. eras* .penteoce* tron t>ie works of the. 
/atbws, iuil«M the; coiild .be suretb escipe detection; 
for an nnaoBceMTtll attempt srould only show to cbeir 
opponents an acknowlectawd oppusitinn 1)e(ween the 
.^ntim^ots .of primitive Coriitions and. those of the. 
jDodern Chorch' lof Hame. In the B^lgic Index, under 
.Tthe head'ofBertram, tbe dKilies orCutiay give excellent' 
ireaaoos why it H tnore wise to get rUl of a troublesome 
.passage fsoiB an anoieot writer in si>nie other way than> 
iby a simple^gnihibttioa: "Since, in other ancient Caiho- 
lic wxiien, vre. bear very many errors, and exteauRta 
them or eccnse them, or by inventing a device, often 
dwiythem, andframea convenient sense for them, when 
itbey' are opposed to us iu disputatioBS with itd.rersarias^ 
we do not see why Bertram may not.merit the same in-; 
dulgenee, lest heretics should prate that we buiat aod^ 
prohibit Antiquity when it makeil for them.* 

Kotwitbstanding the wi>dom of this rule, the censors 
have not been always wise enough to keep fheir hands 
offihefathers. For instance, in (^nirogn's Index, tlie first 
ti-diiion nf Ue La B'gne's I.ibrai-y of the Fathers is freely 
criTsnretL Tite reader "ill Hnd many cnrieiis pnTtitm- 
lars in Mr. Gibbings's Preface; and as **r. GHibings 
nniires, the usfiy of Do Xia Bigne in tbe Lilicary of 
'IVtiuiy (.'uHegc, DaUin, hns'been corrcctail acoonliiiglf , < 
>tbe candemneil f]riaaBs being vitber erased with ink, ost' 
Itaving. paper pasted 'tner them,'lof else, faaiiig taraicat 
laltasetliiir. 

ButitbaAeld«B which tiie8xpurgate"y:inde«nilainnr< 
imoBtiatiauioas^ i* the indexes tu the wntinfStof.tbel 
-ifithtra The Swhen, tb^ feel, ofieii saydneo 
•things Bdiich miKhl batter bane bten \ttt uiMHi4,Jnt; 
,which:caan«a wrli &• 'U'ltted oat. WeU. at hiaati -aayt 
theory we.sriU ds< ^grvefuilitiea tu <any one fur flndiac' 
ifBchipassagesi TlR^iwdll daao hasm if an osefaiowi 
itheynra tltem ■We.abaU'hereofter girerieveatl 
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r^ liislUnnlne. un otio necntt.*, whvn favfrnA by tlw 

sitMnyaf orrtNln AtflKf^-ftavs. **pfp.tmLiMft'M nnw^wit^ro^a ■ e s to ' 

<*Ht.mt^ SBbs tMBiiW." Tho IMa« scJfiirMrl«4ffn na f.itliPfwtlK?eS«? 

.QiBrtn.; foctliff onjill Vmjtut^Ha Bmb. VaBt...Ub_il.„«4M.n, , 

sttt>. in ; 

' • 'tioso ivaSorr who harr ■cw'^a to that Horary. wm latt tfee^ 

lT«laa»*Kl^thnaii»lt«aas*.OflUr,:li, Att Oaad-aperiawnauif iiapf ns.t 

.11 B«ni ba f.«i<4,.v«l. «.,o.asl. T.uS<p.H.I>^ 4.> |04.!«SMk.*(.' 

,'lt «**li bo fcHikdittat tho aoriecto^baacarWiilljJu liHVK^litlia.Ml^Br.. 

uatloni dlrcetrd In Quir ea's lo^fz, N. f. S7. Toe eCfti%Ato Bf' 

■.•xpnrfratp.n taaiKlwIxok.or^fc.' I)tl«.vasa.«' vwl,'4, da^i ^ei^Atf,* 

,lt». -UMi<lli»daUalitbirla*o<a»tb»i'WBiahttaH'WaMi<»taaC i 

• t Coa ioA,'atkoll«te TatcriBss ^Mmiituriiaja'taiaiiia, ision s.ot! 

Vsienut!iiiB«, psenaiviuf, pxwiKUalA coutHMa'o prnm^ mtf%rmm* -«l , 

'canaaMta^'iH -ai MmaSkiaaaMi", <ao>o ^ soaMo l ur-ia ai«yB*atloat'- 

ba^.aiu 'ifk iia a a ih iaifciiaiaMii aiiiiiiarttB, .waa.r Si m caa..»na' 

aaa O a ■esl m ip r> »il l iB< ai,rs>*« i a « a4B " ai!«a ir^aiii •Hmnwai^ 

i>>- >>a^^|^a«aaalaiaa0a sam^inif.jii^ if>l^ ftwwaiMB aiawra 

' %t prsaRsn^ fls. 
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plea Itow the veay wards of a £uiier, which tttaikam^ 
tvpaat ill the text,, are muparing^ cnndewaad in t^, 
^d«s. ' ^ 

,, Hot what we are coooemad with bare is to irao* tlik. 
prioeiples which b&ve directed tbe authorities of Mfb 
XlbttrctakOX Home. And it is quite plain that thiqr fiW' 
that it is (he paniiQtHut duty of an editor to asaUi 
.c(rta»latiBg tbt which may eountenance error and benyv-j, 
#|id that in Moaparisan of this, tbe duty of faithfUot' 
rtprodociagtbie aatlior'sXeat.is one which ntiut not, fofi 
ai tuooiant. ataod ia the way. Nor can we iau^i»*i 
for a mamant that this tone of feeling never Ttirtoj 
befoae the y^ar ISfii, whaathe Trideniine Uules of4ltpk. 
Index were pitbUabed. On tliaoontiary, what we .beUagHi 
was new then w^s ibe acbttrary limitation of the appK^ 
cation of these principleeJo aiitbors who lived befure t\^. 
year 1516 ; in other words, to Catholic authors wl« 
lired since the rise of XathMwiism, ai.d who might h«. 
expected, on that acoenat, to express themselvea w^Ul 
more cauiinn on all dispmed points than those i^o. 
lire' I before these controversies arose, and who, therefoc^ 
might be supposed to stand least ia itaed of oorrectiaa< 
Is there, then, any reason to think that transcribera 4t' 
manuscripts, or others, who lived before this.role, alK^^r. 
the year 1615, was made, would feel themselves limitpi' 
by any soch restriction? Would they be not llketr Ip 
any out, in their fall extent, the same principles wtigSl. 
aaimated the compilers o( the expurgatory ind«xQ(l>° 
Vfe believe that the compilers of these indexes oalgj 
reduced to a system princip'es which had been in operas 
tion long before. We must, liowever., postpono .td. 
aeotber article some itiiutrations of tbe way in wbi«K 
thet« prioc'ples were carried out. and bow father* Itnrf 
nut been allowed to say what thejr wanted to say. 

« 

ECCLESIASTICAL MIRACLES. 

l^E snbject of the mifaealnan powers claimed by th# 
Ghnreb of Ronte is one towbieb we hare freqtianily raa 
tarred in our pages-; and we have devoted no amsll tiin^ 
«od space la the expoonre of soma modcro impo^inrw 
whioh have been digoiHad villi Ibe oame of miracleai 
We propssp, now, in eooiinaalion of our former remarbai 
t-i tH>o8ider the who^ qnewtion on.br a mora fli nr s^' 
^ointuf view, and to inquire ahei hr<r there be any and wbali 
TijBBoiM Cor maiDlaining that the age of mitaaira h«t 
never eoiBeto «a end, and that, eoaceqaently. miraeulMW 
ageaey is oce of the permaswot sbatactetiatiss of tte- 
Christian Oh arch. 

Weoommente, Ibae, by.ramarkiog Ibat the varioos «^ 
uioaa hald hy dirines relativito tbo seasatioa of mitMil* . 
Aiioa a«e««yN in tba Cbriatiaa Cbaroh may bs cediiaaddte' 
'tbcae. 

1. It.tsMd that mirsaaiooa- ageney has aarsr e > — a ji i 
ftosstha time of oar bleased Saviour to tbe picsaDtstaf 4 
'nay, naoBey that tba })oa*«r of wnUng miraclaa hsaoe«H< 
4>een wiibdianB froin the CAarefi, bat iobeiea iBiand'bat' 
beaa BttaBUy^aiereiaed by it ioall ages down t« the pt»- 
««nt liiB»: Tbia is tbe opiaioo of thadiviosB of tba 
-Ghank of Rome. Bellsrmiiw reekona this miraoolaaC' 
ponm aoaoc the Notes of the Obnrcb. 

X. It is oontended that miraslea wholly eesaed as aooa ' 
as tb* la« of the Apoailea waa withdrawo from tbe aurld. 
I &. It.is raavBlaiDed, as a middle eonsse betveen thM* 
'two aatremes, that miraetes beeame less frequent after- 
'<bs apastolio age, till thev graduslly died away altogethert 
Those whosgree in tliis last opinioodiff'i'r, ho*rei/er, froaa- 
'«»eh other as to the loae^t date which they are williog t* 
*s»i(in to this total cessation. Some, assumiog that thft 
I 0<i>r of working mir;ioles waa limited to those on whom 
-the Apostles themselves (onferred it. As on the raiddl* 
<if the s'cond century as the period of the cessat'oa, ba> 
csnsetbeB ibe last of these individasls probably oeaMtl. 
to live. Others piefcr a somewhat later date. 

Our immediate ol'jeut being simply to roB'tider tba, 
4iroiinds 00 vhich the first of these thrpe opminns— thi^ 
j>f ftiiii>aiusi»—hsa beeo attempted to be maiotaioed, m0. 
>!hall,aceordiagl),.take no farther notice at present of tb4> 
iither tWiK 

The ablest defence of eecleaiaslical miracles Bhieh ha* 
hitber'O appeaird is iliai by Or. Neaniao, preAxed to bift 
iMaalatiiin of Flemy's Eeulebiasiicat History. a It itaft. 
mitten before he >'P''uly j ined ibe Romish oomuiouioil. 
Atnil it is a very striking fact that the brat refuialinn nf thjja 
elaborate Kssay ix to be found >«• snmber admirable £»iu^ 
Jtif the same author, on " The Mi<aolrs •■{ Scriptuia,' 
JMildi&hed oiiginally.in the Eoe)cl«| » lia .Metropolitana. 

Dr. Kewmau's proof of the oooiiiiued existenceof- attt 
raculous povers in tbe Church consists i>r three partk. 
'Ht- erxieavuura to sIk'W. i''trt(— That th^re is no anleea* 
dent iinproliability against it; hut. on th<j aontrarj^«K. 
aoircedeot probability. £<cond/y-.That the Ci>uiiiia«A> 
PDS-irsaion of miiaeoloos p.tweisby the Church is iovolvedi 
|i* the geiiertl promises made to her by our Lord; aodj^ 
lanrenver, is explteitly deelared by Him and bv St. PaiAi 

'to be one of the Chureb'a N<>Cs<>. Thirdly That tbwrai , 

'ia pooUive testimooy io proof of each mirauoloiu powacat 
bavioK been actually exerted in all aiiet. 

In proof of the Hrst of these propositions, Pr. Nf 
^oiwervea j[Esssy, p. xi.) that ecclesiastical miraolea 1 



,a T>i itilmif ilii Mil'- A'- -|in1ii|jr li ** ftnrnsrislbt IIIhiIsw 
iSCOfaaB la Bedailasikal BMsty." 



